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SG: 
“Keep it simple” – this is one for-
mula that always stands the test 

of time
RG: 

Zaha Hadid said that Architecture 
is like writing, which you keep 
editing over and over to make it 
look effortless. I take inspiration 
from that thought while designing 
to achieve perfection or rather 

than effortless design

Describe your style of designing. Who 
has influenced your design styles?
SG: My designs are well-balanced, technologically 
sound and aesthetically very contemporary. I am a 
third generation architect and my late grandfather 
architect G B Mhatre was believed to be the pioneer 
of Art Deco architecture in Mumbai. Having said that, 
I do not adhere to a specific design style, it is more a 
“form follows function” approach.
RG: As a designer I would say that my architectural 
style is based on simple lines to create dramatic forms 
in design. I come from a generation where Le Corbus-
ier and Frank Lloyd Wright were our heroes. Initially my 
designs had a strong base in geometrical and cubist 
forms. That being the foundation, today my design 
style has turned out to be more dynamic, fluid and 
sometimes even chaotic.
How has the field of architecture & 
design changed over the years? Do 
designers need to develop certain 
skills today?
SG: Sustainability is the buzz word today and we are 
practicing responsible architecture using resourceful 
methods, due to the increased awareness of our envi-
ronment. Designers need to be tech-savvy to keep up 
with the latest products available globally as well as be 
proactive as far as their marketing skills are concerned. 
RG: I think due to technology architecture has done a 
complete 360 degrees change. On the positive side 
drawings are generated much much faster and at al-
most zero error. However because of technology ar-
chitects have become somehow too dependent on it 
due to which there is a tendency to “cut and paste” 
designs resulting in repetitions. Designers need to make 
a conscious effort to go back to the drawing board in 
order to be more creative in their designs.

An Infrastructure upgrade that is 
need of the hour for India …
SG: Development of smaller towns and villages, mak-
ing them more livable and self-sufficient and having 
them connected with larger cities is the need of the 
hour. This will go a long way in decongesting metro cit-
ies and will provide a major impetus to all sections of 
society. 
RG: With the current scenario of people moving into 
cities all over the world and more so in India, architects 
have a huge role to play to make sure that the cities 
are able to withstand the influx of people. Infrastruc-
ture should grow with the growth of cities. Architects 
today have to design responsibly; they must design 
“green” because that is the only way to support the 
infrastructure and make it stronger.


